Peculiarities of menstrual function in mothers of children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
To analyse the peculiarities of menstrual function in a group of mothers having children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). The case-control method was used, taking into consideration the age at first menstruation, cycle regularity, duration of menstruation and discharge quantity. The case group included 160 mothers with children suffering from ALL and the control group included 160 mothers having healthy children of the same age and sex. Alterations of the menstrual function in mothers of patients with ALL occur with statistically higher rate as compared with mothers having healthy children. Mothers of pediatric patients with ALL showed later menarche (>or= 15 years of age), reduced (to 2 days) or prolonged (over 6 days) menses duration, as well as irregularity of the menstrual cycle combined with prolonged menses duration. Menstrual disorders in mothers of child ren with ALL occur with reliably higher frequency as compared with women having healthy children. A common origin of both events (predisposition to malignancies and menstrual disorders) is suggested pointing to inherited genomic instability.